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REJA-THE
CLOUD
FESTIVAL
2018

Celebrating the 2nd
anniversary of REJA
in Tirana.
Performance as Art,
as Movement, as
Sound.



A British Concept, a Japanese ART work, a
Swiss Initiative an Albanian Engagement make
REJA-The CLOUD, not only @ monumental art
work, but Tirana’s latest cultural venue.

LUMA




Originally conceived as a temporary art project
for The Serpentine Gallery’s Pavilion commis-
sion in London in 2013, (owned by Luma Foun-
dation), Sou Fojimoto’s Cloud arrived in Tirana
dismounted in pieces, in January 2016.

Five months later, the fences of the construc-
tion site at the National Gallery of Tirana came
down.

With a footprint of 350 square-meters and a
gross internal area of 142 square meters, the
Pavilion’s delicate quality, enhanced by its
semi-transparency, creates a geometric, cloud-
like form.

On 27% of May 2016, Mayor of Tirana Mr Erjon
Veliaj (whose vision is to turn Tirana into a re-
nowned Cultural City), Maja Hoffmann, Presi-
dent of the LUMA Foundation (whose mission
is to support pioneering art initiatives), togeth-

er with the well known Albanian artist Anri Sala
(whose influence and his untiring commitment
to the Albanian art scene is always present),
with Sou Fujimoto the architect himself, and
also the directors of Serpentine Gallery, Miss
Julia Payton - Jones and Hans Ulrich Obrist,
stepped into the CLOUD and blessed it with an
Albanian name - REJA.

Since then, Reja became not only the biggest
attraction and the most visited place in the city
of Tirana but most importantly, an additional
cultural asset functioning as an events venue
with a rich cultural program, created in part-
nership with local, regional and international
cultural and architectural organizations, and
individuals.

REJA is under the supervision of the Municipal-
ity of Tirana and administration of Agency of
Parks and Recreation.
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Cloud Festival is a festival organized in cele-
bration of the 2" anniversary of the opening
of “REJA”-The Cloud in Tirana. The festival will
take place throughout a week, from the 18t of
May at 20:00 to the 27t of May until 02:00
am, and will focus especially on Performance,
as an Art form, As movement, As sound, and all
the in betweens.

This is the second edition of Cloud Festival and
concentrates in the performing arts by bringing
together a diverse multidisciplinary art forms
during 10 days ,by more than 120 artists, from
15 countries all around the globe, including 4
national ensembles, a philosophical sympo-
sium, a group meditation, literary performan-
ces, 2-day trainings to develop a career in the
arts, courses by choreographers for professio-
nals, as well as dancing courses for the public.

REJA -the Cloud and its garden will become
the grounds for physical theater, audio-visual
installations, artist talks, urban games, picnics
and after parties. Throughout

all the festival days and nights, we will present
a multicultural mélange of colorful events, a
unigue mix between contemporary art practi-
ces and traditional rituals and we will be po-
sitively smothered by a wide range of genres,
approaches and artistic deliriums.

REJA - CLOUD FESTIVAL 2018, is conceived
and produced by REJA and its team under the
artistic direction of EDIT Pula, Culture Adviser
of the Cabinet of the Mayor of Tirana in colla-
boration with DoArt.

The mission of REJA is to cultivate and grow
art driven audiences by constantly inspiring
and exposing them to new art forms and expe-
riences. We thrive in support and promotion of
initiatives that partner with our vision and who-
se focus is in creating opportunities for wider
public participation.
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Ajola Xoxa

Andia Manci
Alessandra Bertini
Aldrin Dalipi

Bela Arbana
Blendi Gonxhja
Driant Zeneli

Dori Xhaxhiu
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Erion Veliaj

Erka Mato

Enkeleida Hamza

Eva Mendoza Giraldo
Eljana Mankollari
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Henri Cule

Ina Haveri

Iris Canaj

Judit Béres-Dedk
Klod Dedja

Kico Londo

Milena Radenkovi¢
Petra Behlke-Campos
Rezart Cenaj
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Rovena Agolli
Rose-Anne Bisiaux
Rudina Memaga
Silvana Mjeda
Tomorr Kokona
Viola Smaja

Viola Gjoni

Yuvale Ficher
Zana Cela



Artistic Director
Reja-The Cloud
Festival 2017

She is a renown visual
artist, the culture adviser
of the Mayor Veliaj, and
also the Project director
and Events programmer
of the Cloud from the
start.

Director, Graphic Designer,
Architect, Choreographer,
Lawyer/Dj, Economist/
Sportist, have created a
NonGovernment Organization
named DoART!

It has bilingual meaning:
Albanian - (Means to Love
Art) DoART Art, DOART
Society, DOART Health,
DoART Architecture and
Urban Planning, DoART
Tourism, DoOART Law and
Economy

DoART!

Cloud Manager
Reja-The Cloud
Festival 2017

Is an aspiring young
theater and film
director, also a
photographer, Cloud
manager and events
curator.
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PROGRAM

In case of rain the events will be moved next door to National Experimental Theatre Kujtim Spahivogli

Tirana 2018



00-21:00 pm

5

May Tuesday19




May Friday 20:00-20:30 €N

18

20:30-22:00




22:00-02:00

M ay Saturday 19:00-20:00
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* REJA brings this popular wedding ritual as a special music experience for the
Cloud Festival audience.




21:00-22:10

22:30-02:00




May SUNDAY 11:30-13:00
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18:00-19:00

19:30-19:45




20:00-20:30




* “Addios Addios Amore”, a Piece for Pina is supported by the Greek Embassy

in Tirana.

May Monday 18:00-19:00
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20:00-21:30

* The participation of Karsten Troyke & Daniel Weltlinger at the Cloud Festival
is supported by the Embassy of Israel in Tirana and Goethe Zentrum.




22:00-00:00

May Tuesday 20:00-21:00
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* “] am from Austria, like Wolfi” is part of Austrian Cultural Year events and
is supported by the Austrian Embassy in Tirana and SigmaVienna Insurance
Group.

21:00-22:00




DJ Music

at Ballet School

Workshop “Auditioning and working as a dancer in
Europe” by Tomorr Kokona (Albania/UK).

Day | - Before an audition.

This workshop is for young, newly graduated dancers
their parents, dance teachers, choreographers and any-
one who would like to learn about dance auditions and
working as a dancer in Europe.

Please contact www.reja@reja.al to reserve your place.

Tomorr Kokona is a world class performing arts consul-
tant, choreographer, director and large scale cultural
producer. Tomorr has a career spanning over 30 years
in the performing arts and creative industries. He has
held roles as a soloist dancer, choreographer, actor,
movement director, producer, and professional devel-
opment manager with various institutions, including
One Dance UK, English National Opera, Spanish Nation-
al Theatre, Classical Ballet of Madrid, Spanish National




18:30-19:30

* The Hajdu Folk Dance Ensemble of Debrecen s supported by the

Hungarian Embassy in Tirana.



20:30-22:00




HARABEL

Contemporary Art Platform

* Take Over (2017) and Mixed Behaviour Reloaded (2018) is supported by
HARABEL Contemporary Art Platform.

22:00-02:00

May Thursday 11:00-13:00
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18:00-19:00




19:30-19:45

20:00-20:30




The piece “Sicilian Spring” by artist Onishi, won first
prize for choreography in Die Platze, Contemporary
Dance Festival in Tokyo in 2006. This dance is char-
acterized by the wearing of a two-faced mask that
symbolizes various personalities.

Butoh dancing is an art form that includes perfor-
mance and movement and originates in Japan. Gener-
ally, artists are painted in white and execute extremely
slow and controlled movements.

Sayoko Onishi is a master of Butoh dance. She was
born in Hokkaido, Japan and has studied at the Uni-
versity of China. Onishi often bases her performanc-
es in Butoh practise, but always tries to incorporate
elements of East intertwined with West.

at Ballet School - Day Il

Workshop ‘Auditioning and working as a dancer in
Europe’ by Tomorr Kokona (Albania/UK).

Day Il - After an audition

This workshop is for young, newly graduated dancers
their parents, dance teachers, choreographers and




anyone who would like to learn about dance auditions
and working as a dancer in Europe.

POETEKA- Reading Balkans - “Writers in Residence”.
Literary Performance with writer, journalist and psy-

chologist Emina Zuna. (Bosnia and Herzegovina).

For six years now, POETEKA has collaborated with
TRADUKI and lately also Creative Europe of the Euro-
pean Union, for the program “Writers in Residence”.
Due to this quite unigue initiative, until today Tirana has
been visited (through a study scholarship of one month

at a time), by 35 writers from the Balkans and Europe.

Emina Zuna, is the author that is staying during the
month of May in the residence “Poeteka-Tirana in Be-
tween”. Moderators of this performance/discussion are

the writer Arian Leka and translator Ben Andoni.

Egyptian Dance by National Folk Troupe (Egypt).

The Egyptian National Folk Troupe of 12 members, will
perform Egyptian traditional dancing, and will bring an

POETEKA
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* The Egyptian National Folk Troupe is kindly supported by the Embassy
of Egypt in Tirana.

22:00-02:00

Saturday 12:00-15:00




18:00-19:00

* The performance of the trio “Echo von Zurihorn” is supported by the
Swiss Embassy in Tirana.




21:00-02:00

The philosophical performance will happen in a mixture of languages; Alba-
nian, English and French.







May
27

* Night of Philosophy - A Love Symposium is supported by the French
Embassy in Tirana.

Sunday 18:00-19:00

* The participation of Arianna Puello is supported by the Spanish Embassy

in Tirana.




20:00-21:00

kalascima -
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* The participation of Kalascima is suported by the Italian Institute of Culture.
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